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Representatives from the Xploit project, funded by the European Commission, visited 
a number of communities and organisations in Israel in May 2011 to establish mutual 
dialogues and to take further cooperation steps between learning communities in 
Europe and Israel. 
 
This paper sums up in a few words the outcomes of the visit as well as initiatives 
agreed on. 
 
First of all, I would like to express my deep gratitude to all the people we met during 
the visit. 
The hospitality, openness, interest and friendliness we met were overwhelming and 
made a great impression on us. 
A very special thanks to the creator of the learning city of Modi’in, Dr. Orna Mager, 
for her highly professional planning and managing of the dialogues, as well as for her 
warm and friendly appearance throughout the entire week in Israel. 
A special thanks also to the communities of the Modi’in and Daburya for providing a 
most welcoming atmosphere. 
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The learning visit was prepared through a long time and was based on the associated 
partnership of the City of Modi’in in the European Xploit project, addressing the 
development of learning communities with a strong transnational dimension in 
different partners of Europe. 
The visit was also prepared by an increasing collaboration between the City of 
Modi’in and the Italian Xploit partner, Università delle LiberEtà in Udine, especially 
by the initiatives taken by Mrs. Pina Raso, the president of the LiberEtà. 
From the very beginning of the dialogues there was a strong mutual interest in 
discussing and exploring the principles of learning communities and in establishing 
practical collaboration between the European Xploit communities and the learning 
city of Modi’in. 
 

 
 
The idea behind the visit and the cooperation plans was double: on one side the 
European projects and networks establishing and practicing learning communities has 
a great interest in sharing knowledge and collaborating with their European 
neighbours, on the other side the learning city of Modi’in has a great interest in 
collaborating with communities outside Israel facing the same challenges as learning 
cities in Israel. 
On both sides there is a strong focus on how to involve the political authorities in the 
frameworking of learning cities and how to involve all kinds of citizens directly in the 
learning life of the communities. 
The learning visit to Modi’in and to Israel was planned to be an important step 
towards a mutual language and a mutual understanding of what learning 
communities are about, and also an important step towards establishing practical 
collaboration between the stakeholders in Europe and Israel. 
Last, but certainly not least, the intention was to allow the European guests to learn 
from the Israeli initiatives, through on location visits and through dialogues with 
important stakeholders at local and national level. 
It can be concluded from the European site that the visit offered such learning and 
dialogues opportunities far beyond what was expected. 
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The well planned visit offered on location activities in the Modi’in and Daburya 
communities, as well as meetings with very important stakeholders on the lifelong 
learning scene in Israel, such as the Organisation of Local Authorities and The Adult 
Education Association. 
Brief but very precise and useful dialogues were established with board members, 
mayors and representatives of the Israeli parliament and its committees. 
The Israeli stakeholders and politicians showed a great and highly reflected interest 
in the Modi’in initiative, as well as in the open collaboration with European learning 
communities. 
The interest in providing new learning and labour market opportunities for women, 
young people and unemployed was very strong, as was the serious interest in 
establishing multi-cultural learning opportunities for the different groups of citizens 
in Israel. A special interest was put on young people and senior citizen volunteering 
as a way of exploiting available resources in a constructive way. 
The very visible and clear interest among many Israeli stakeholders and 
communities in lifelong learning and learning communities left a rather deep impact 
on the European visitors. 
 

 
 
The European guests took part in a special ceremony, in which a Memorandum of 
Understanding was signed by representatives from the Union of Local Authorities in 
Israel, the Israel Adult Education Association, as well as by the Mayor of Modi’in and 
by the European representatives. 
The Memorandum includes the following text: 
We declare our commitment to promote and implement “Lifelong Learning” in our 
cities, and recognize the right to learn as one of the human rights, despite age, 
gender, social and cultural background – a key to the individual freedom and 
fulfilment. 
 
 
 



 
 4 

 
 
The general impression from a European perspective: 
The European guests experienced the interest in learning communities among local 
and national stakeholders as genuine, open and progressive. 
The dialogues in the communities and in the parliament demonstrated a strong will 
to innovation and finding new ways among many women and men from different 
cultural backgrounds. 
The ability to link strong local initiatives with national support and policy-making 
provides a very strong platform for future initiatives, from which the European 
learning communities can learn a lot. 
In general many Israeli politicians and practitioners seem more open towards 
learning community initiatives than in many European regions. 
No doubt, the learning communities in Israel will offer highly valuable dialogue and 
collaboration partners for the European learning communities in the years to come. 
 

 
 
The city of Modi’in is recognized by the national Israeli authorities as the first official 
Learning City in Israel. This obligates Modi’in to take further steps in Israel to 
develop learning cities and communities in the years to come. 
The development of learning cities in Israel will take place in different steps. First of 
all, the city of Modi’in has established a strong cooperation with the city of Daburya 
in the northern part of Israel. This cooperation is extremely interesting from a 
European point of view. Modi’in is a new city, build almost from the ground and 
integrating from the very beginning the principles of a learning city. Modi’in is 
therefore a very special case, and nothing similar can probably be found in Europe: a 
new city build on the principles of a learning city. Modi’in is expected to grow into a 
city of 250.00 inhabitants within the next decade. At the moment the vast majority 
of inhabitants are Jews. 
Daburya, on the contrary, is an old city, close to Nazareth, with a clear majority of 
Arab citizens and with all kinds of social, educational and economic challenges. 
The learning cooperation of these communities is expected to be a goldmine of 
learning experience, both to future learning communities in Israel, but also to 
learning communities in Europe. 
At the same time the city of Modi’in is expected to be a role model for 5 new 
learning cities in Israel. These cities are all different and it will present a major 
learning challenge to the Modi’in role model to assist these cities in developing in to 
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learning communities and to guide them to involve all groups of citizens in lifelong 
learning activities, based on the needs of the citizens and the resource profile of the 
communities. 
The European visitors clearly stated during the visit that it will be of great 
importance to the European networks of learning communities to follow, dialogue 
with and learn from this Israeli step by step strategy. 
Measures should be set up to make this happen in practice. 
 

 
 
From a European point of view the Israeli stakeholders, institutions and citizens have 
many important resources and capacities as to learning issues and challenges. 
The EU guests found the many dialogue partners highly reflective, open, interested, 
explorative and intellectually sharp and curious. 
Such resources and capacities are extremely important to the development of 
learning provisions and learning communities. 
It seems as the multi-cultural, political and historical contexts of Israel significantly 
have sharpened and qualified many Israelis’ mental awareness and sharpness. This 
context seems to have produced a will to explore and decide, as well as a strong 
capacity to reflect on own conditions and backgrounds. 
This mentality among the different cultures in Israel, as well as the many initiatives 
resulting from this mentality, should be seen as a great value to any European 
collaborator. 
 

 
 
The visit not only offered supportive political declarations, but a number of practical 
steps to take to underpin the cooperation. 
The following practical cooperation steps are planned: 

 The Modi’in partner is invited to join the Xploit event in the learning city of 
Swansea Wales, United Kingdom, early October 2011; the learning 
communities in Swansea have 20 years of experience in working in 
communities with very many social, cultural and economic challenges 

 The Modi’in and Daburya communities are invited to join the professional 
planning of new high quality European lifelong learning initiatives in Udine 
Italy November 2011 

 The Modi’in partner is a full partner in new lifelong learning applications 
submitted to the European Commission early 2011; if granted these projects 
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will start in Autumn 2011 offering the Modi’in partner several gateways to 
lifelong learning resources in Europe 

 The cooperation between learning communities in Israel and Europe will be 
coordinated by a simple infrastructure based on ongoing communication and 
planning between the Modi’in Multi-disciplinary Centre and the Università 
delle LiberEtà in Udine, Italy 

 Practical mobility of different groups of citizens from Israel and Europe are 
planned, some of them already carried out 

 

 
 
Further steps of cooperation between the Israeli partners and the European networks 
involved are being discussed: 

 Further participation of Israeli communities and institutions in European 
lifelong learning projects 

 Study visits in Europe for Israeli leaning community stakeholders and in Israel 
for European communities to qualify the cooperation and to qualify the 
approaches to learning communities and lifelong learning 

 Conferences in Modi’in on learning communities and cooperation initiatives 
are planned to take place in Modi’in in 2012 

 Mobility of citizens should be planned from 2012, including teachers, 
students, seniors, artists and active citizens in the communities 

 The European involvement in the further progression of learning cities 
strategies in Israel is of great importance to the European networks; this 
progression should be monitored, described and analyzed at high professional 
level 

 

 
 
In case the volume of the cooperation between learning communities in Israel and 
Europe increases, strategic measures might need to be put in place. 
More in-depths structures of communication between a number of European learning 
communities might be established and the different levels of cooperation might be 
subject to more long-term planning. 
At the same time moving to strategic level should result in the establishment of 
alternative funding sources, to prevent the cooperation from being dependent on 
European Commission funding only. 
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Allow me once again to express my appreciation of the many dialogues and meetings 
during this week in Israel, and to thank all the different people we met for their 
extreme hospitality, openness and true interest. 
A very special professional and personal thanks to our colleague Dr. Orna Mager for 
her learning cities initiatives, for her extremely qualified coordination and 
networking and for her dedication and friendliness. 
 
As the European guests stayed at the Hotel Cinema in Tel Aviv, and as the Israeli 
affection for film classics were most obvious, allow me to re-write the last line of 
Mr. Bogart in the famous Casablanca: 
This is the beginning of a beautiful friendship between learning communities...  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
On behalf of the European Xploit project 
and the European networks 
 
 
European project and network manager 
 
Jan Gejel 

 

 


